
Dumbarton Road Corridor Environment Trust Ltd.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Annual Report 2006. 
 
 



 2 

 
 

Contents: 
 

 
 

Section Page 

  
  

1.  Chairperson’s Report 3 
  

2,  Activities and Achievements: 4 
  
2.1 Scotstoun Community Facility 4 
  
2.2 Education & Schools 6 
  
2.3 Glasgow Greenies 8 
  
2.4 DRC Re-Cycle 9 
  
2.5 Arts Action Plan 10 
  
2.6 Hold Your Breath 11 
  
2.7 Yoker Community Campus 12 
  
2.8 In Development: 14 
  
 2.8.1 Recycling 14 
  
 2.8.2 Renewable Energy 14 
  

  
3.  Report of the Directors 

And Financial Statements 
For the Year Ended 31 March 2006. 

 

15 

  

  
 



 3 

1. Chairperson’s Report 
 
 
Welcome to the first Annual Report of Dumbarton Road Corridor Environment 

Trust. 
 
The Trust has been working on environmental projects in Yoker, Scotstoun 

and Whiteinch since 2004, steadily developing a programme of community 
driven initiatives that aim to improve local neighbourhoods by making them  
better places to live and work, both now and in the future. 

 
Of course, we cannot achieve this overnight or on our own, and as a new 
organisation we have been busy developing partnerships with other agencies, 

organisations and companies who can help to deliver our community’s 
aspirations.  Sincere thanks are due to all of the people and organisations 
that have helped us on our way. 

 
The greatest credit is due, however, to the individuals who have volunteered 
their time and effort, and skills for us.  DRCET’s special status of autonomy 

and community control means that we depend on the ability and commitment 
of our members and directors.  Their mettle has been proved to date. 
 

We have been busier than ever since the recruitment of our second member 
of staff last November.  Frank MacMaster is our new Community Engagement 
Officer, a post funded by Fair Share Lottery for 3 years.  A key component of 

Frank’s work involves developing projects in and around schools that also 
involve the wider community, and you will see that the Trust has been able to 
do more and more of this kind of work. 

 
The coming months hold many new and exciting developments.   As ever, the 
local situation for funding and support for community projects is changing -  

we have a new Community Planning Partnership to work with, and the Social 
Inclusion Partnership that started us off has ceased.   
 

I think this report shows our projects are gaining real momentum, and we 
hope that our next annual report will demonstrate that our community can 
effect real sustainable change for the better in our neighbourhoods. We look 

forward to meeting the challenges ahead. 
 

Alexander R Urquhart 
Chairperson DRCET 
August 2006. 
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2. Activities and Achievements 
 

2.1 Scotstoun Community Facility 
 
DRCET is acting on 

behalf of the Heart For 
Scotstoun community 
group, as the client for 

construction of new 
£1.8m community 
facility in Scotstoun.  In 

developing a multi-
purpose Community 
Centre on Balmoral 

Street, we aim to 
achieve the following 
overarching objectives: 

 
 
 Provide a focus for the local community which will renew its identity and 

raise the aspirations of its disadvantaged residents 
 Provide fit-for-purpose community meeting space which will allow for a 

range of social, recreational and educational activities 

 Provide opportunities by which local residents can be moved towards jobs 
or further education and training 

 Provide space which can be leased to social economy organisations and 

other support agencies which will provide a rental income stream for the 
building. 

 Improve the natural and built environment with a modern community 

facility, thus tackling the legacy of derelict and contaminated land in the 
Scotstoun area. 
 

This major project has required a great deal of commitment from all directors, 
community volunteers, and staff.  With development funding from DRC SIP, 

we engaged the services of Brett Nicholls as our consultant to assist progress 
with finalising the business plan and securing a complete package of funding.  
Glasgow City Council has also provided a great deal of support from 

Development & Regeneration Services and the Chief Executive’s Department. 
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Thanks to the effort of all concerned, the project is now closer than ever to 

realisation, and we remain committed to start construction before April 2007. 
 
Summary of achievements to date: 

 
 £1.1M funds secured. 
 Purchase of 1.15 acre site on Balmoral Street. 

 Re-Design completed, and presented to public meeting. 
 Planning permission granted. 
 Tenants identified. 

 Complete sustainable business plan drafted. 
 In excess of £1M further funds pending as at 01/08/06. 
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2.2 Education & Schools. 
 

The community has consistently 
placed environmental education 
at the top of our agenda.  From 

the outset, DRCET has therefore 
been working hard to offer 
assistance and additional 

environmental education 
opportunities to eight local 
primary schools;  Bankhead; 

Corpus Christie; Garscadden; 
Scotstoun; St. Brendan’s; St. 
Paul’s; Whiteinch and Yoker.  

Together, these schools teach 
over 2000 children. 
 

We have found every school 
welcoming, enthusiastic, and 
bursting with potential for great 

environmental projects.  We 
would like to congratulate them 

on their commitment to 
environmental issues, and thank 
them all for such a warm 

reception. 
 
By working with pupil councils 

and staff we have developed 
activities and secured resources 
to help schools achieve eco-

school status and promote 
stronger links to the wider 
community.  The pictures here 

(by Graham Burns, BTCV) show 
pupils from three schools 
assisting in preparing the “Mosaic 

Garden” at the Linkes Project at 
Lincoln flats for the garden party 
during Refugee Week on Saturday 

24 June. 
 
Frank meets regularly with many 

of the pupil councils to discuss 
how they can make the schools 
more environmentally friendly, 

and all of the schools are taking 
part in the internationally 
recognised “Ecoschools” 

programme, with St. Paul’s 
gaining their Silver Ecoschool 
Award this year. 
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Changes the pupils have already 
implemented include improvements to 

their grounds by planting trees, bulbs, 
flower beds and installing bird boxes.  
Pupils are also concerned about waste 

and recycling and many of the schools 
now have recycling bins in every 
classroom and wormeries to compost 

their fruit waste.  With help from the 
Council, the schools are also drawing up 
travel plans to encourage pupils to travel 

safely and sustainably to school. 

 
With all local primary schools now 
engaged with the Trust on various 

projects leading towards eco-school 
recognition, Drumchapel High School 
(where approximately 100 pupils attend 

from the Dumbarton Road area) has also 
approached the Trust. Together we are 
working on a school gardening project, 

with support from Land Engineering Ltd., 
the landscape contractor which 

maintains the school grounds.  Land 
Engineering has also indicated that they 
would be happy to support similar 

projects at Knightswood and St Thomas 
Aquinas, and it is hoped to make contact 
with these schools in the near future. 
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2.3 Glasgow Greenies 

 
Now in its fourth year, our 
summer programme of out-of-
school environmental education 

opportunities for local 10-13 year 
olds continues to grow in 
popularity. 

 
The programme includes various 
day trips and organised activities, 

promoted and supported by our 
school partners. 
 

In 2005 and 2006, we provided 18 
days of environmental activities, 
with over 40 children attending a 

total of 343 times! 
 
We are proud of group’s 

inclusiveness – it has attracted 
children from many schools, 

neighbourhoods and ethnic 
backgrounds. 
 

DRC Youth Health project has 
been a key partner for this project, 
sharing the staff and resources 

that make it possible.  The group 
has also benefited by taking part 
in the Youth Health Project’s 

Environmental Art project in 
Knightswood on Monday nights 
during term time, allowing them 

to maintain their interest in 
environmental issues, and keep in 
touch with the leaders and their 

friends from other schools.  
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2.4 DRC Re-Cycle 

 
We have secured funds for a pilot project, which will provide a group of 20 
young people aged between 12 and 25, with an opportunity to build their own 
bicycle from scratch, using recycled components from unwanted bikes (all 

donations gratefully received). 
 
The pilot was scheduled to start in spring 2006, but difficulties in recruiting a 

qualified bicycle mechanic for the project have delayed the start until 
September. 
 

Participants will receive training and supervision from an experienced bicycle 
mechanic, comprehensive cycle proficiency training, and will be encouraged 
to undertake a sponsored cycle ride for charity of their choice at the end of 

the project.   
 
In the future we hope to develop the project as a sustainable enterprise, for 

the benefit of the local community, to recycle bikes and promote the physical, 
mental and environmental benefits of cycling. 
 

The project is currently based at Block 40, Kingsway Court. 
 

 



 10 

2.5 Arts Action Plan 

 
Support for a network of new 

and existing community 
groups to build capacity for 
participation in arts activities 

as well as their promotion and 
display in partnership with 
GCC CLS CAT team.  In the 

last 12 months about 2000 
sessions have been taken up 
doing activities including 

visual arts, stone carving (see 
page 12), ceramics, textiles, 
embroidery, crafts and dance, 

with two public exhibitions 
held to date (including at the 
Hold Your Breath Whiteinch 

Cross event pictured below 
and described in the next 
section). 
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2.6.  Hold Your Breath 

 
Support for the Hold Your Breath 
project which aims to improve the 
environment and amenity value of 

the Clyde Tunnel and the 
neighbourhoods at either end.  
DRCET’s involvement to date has 

focused on community engagement 
and consultation with a view to re-
inventing Whiteinch Cross as a 

vibrant local landmark. 
 
A number of workshops have been 

completed with local schools and 
community groups, and the ideas 
they generated were presented to 

the wider community at a gala day 
held at the cross.  As well as being 
fun, the day was intended to 

encourage people to think 
constructively about the sort of place 

Whiteinch Cross is just now, and 
what sort of place it could be in the 
future.  The feedback we got will 

directly inform the brief for a 
landscape architect to re-visit the 
design. 

 
The day was a 
great success 

despite the poor 
weather.  500 
people stopped by, 

looked at the 
ideas, admired the 
artwork by local 

young people, 
played on the 
climbing wall, 

enjoyed live music 
and cheerleading, 
and ate a delicious 

spread laid on by 
The Cabin 
restaurant. 
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2.7. Yoker Community Campus & Stone Carving Project 

 
In Partnership with Yoker Resource Group, we are 

helping deliver Phase 3 of the Yoker Community 
Campus project.  This will provide improved amenity 
around the Campus and Resource Centre including 

high quality streetscape/ landscape, outdoor play 
and sports facilities, and a new “Home Zone” in Kelso 
Place. 

 
As part of the landscaping work presently underway 

and also projected for the future, we are planning to 

build a new monument to be situated at the entrance.  

This is intended to be a lasting monument acting as a 

focus and point of interest. 

 

Early on in the planning stages of the landscaping work 

it was decided that we would like to make this project 

as inclusive as it possibly can be, by asking local school 

children to be involved in the design and the carving, 

via a series of stone carving workshops. 

 

The newly refurbished Yoker Community Campus 

(formerly Yoker Neighbourhood Centre) is a resource 

available to all of the communities throughout the 

Dumbarton road Corridor, so by extending the project 

to the schools throughout the area we hope we have 

broadened the sense of ownership across the 

community. 

 
The project has been a runaway success, and 175 

stone carvings have now been completed! It has had a 

really positive impact at many levels for the children: 

 

 Creative input - freedom to make their own interpretation of their world 

visually on their stones. 

 Developing practical skills - learning about stone carving tools.  Using 

relief/ lines/ texture - taking an idea through to a finished carving. 

 Citizenship and ownership - the final outcome will realize their own 

potential to make a positive contribution. 

 

Teachers have been impressed by how much even the more difficult pupils have 

enjoyed and benefited from it.   
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2.8 Under Development 
 

3.8.1 Recycling. 
We aim to initiate a pioneering 
organic kitchen waste composting 

project in partnership with a local 
housing organisation this year.  
Provides a sustainable solution to 

recycling issues in high rise 
accommodation, with social, 
economic and environmental outputs. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
3.8.2 Renewable Energy 

Partnership with local RSL’s to investigating 
opportunities to provide renewable energy on 

high-rise housing.  Wind turbines, in 
conjunction with other energy-saving 
interventions, offer the potential for a 

sustainable solution to significant problems of 
cold, damp and fuel poverty. 
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