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CHAIR’S FOREWORD 
 

As you will see from our new Mission Statement below, the Trust has now put a new perspective on its 
delivery, and is proud of the fact that we continue to take forward most, if not more, of the activities and projects we 
embarked upon in 2004 when the Trust was formed. 
 
Taking the helm last year has been a fresh and rewarding challenge for myself so far as the new Chair. With several other  
complementary roles in the voluntary sector, I am striving, with my fellow board members and staff, to direct us all through 
difficult times ahead. In saying that, we should also remember the vast amount of work that goes on unnoticed by so 
many dedicated citizens of West Glasgow and wherever possible we aim to make their quality of life that wee bit better.  
 
The Big Lottery and other partners are still firmly hanging their pound on our ambition to build Scotstoun Community Facility,  
despite the many funding and other setbacks we have met in 2007/8. In fact, there has actually been a significant upturn 
in the support locally for the project and a  new sense of optimism has ensued. 
 
With the sterling work carried out in the 8 local primary schools to deliver elements of the Eco-Schools programme, and a 
new recycling project with Scottish Government funding in Kingsway flats, including 2 new members of staff, the Trust is  
going from strength to strength, albeit against a backdrop of shrinking core budgets for so many of us in the voluntary sector. 
 
Therefore, I ask you to take some heart from this annual report. We will continue to work on our social inclusion principles, 
build our local communities together by providing real and living examples of sustainable development and urge you all to  
get involved in your local community as much as you can. 
 
Yours, 
 
Tam Munro  
 
 
 
 
 
Chair 
   

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“The Trust will endeavour to create a vibrant community in the West of Glasgow by supporting 
the provision, maintenance and improvement of public spaces and other amenities 

through environmental and sustainable development projects.” 
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KEY FACTS AND SUCCESSES 
 

• The Trust was established in September 2004. 

• There are now 8 Voluntary Community Directors from Yoker, Scotstoun & Whiteinch, including a new director in 2008 – 
Maria Fletcher. 

• Before the AGM 2008, the membership increased to 141 members with 32 new members since August last year. This 
has dropped to 128 after non-correspondence related to AGM.   

• Around 25 ‘informal’ volunteers provide practical assistance every year, whether they be parents at local primary schools, 
people helping at events or lending a hand with promotional activities. This year we have also been given ‘corporate’ 
volunteering support from Jobcentre Plus and Faithful and Gould, and local students provide a growing input.  

• The number of employees has doubled to 4. We now have 2 Recycling Assistants to support the Food Waste 
Collection/Composting Project, which was successfully launched 9th August and the first of its kind in Scotland. 

• The Trust has a new constitution which includes Full, Affiliate/Friends of and Junior (under 18) membership.  

• Moving into 2008/9, the Board worked hard as part of its development day to formulate a new mission, 6 objectives and 
associated priority activities with a ‘hands-on’ and ‘strategic’ approach to our projects and initiatives. 

• Our revenue turnover is approximately £90k p.a. and we have attracted over £2mill of community grants since 2004. Our 
funding ratio is around 13:1 and so the Trust is a very good conduit for additional investment in local communities.  

• The Local Community Planning Partnership agreed to provide us with core funding once again for 2008/9, having 
improved our monitoring systems, and we contributed to the developing Environment Programme. Fair Share Lottery also 
extended their funding for the ‘Engaging Environments’ project and the Community Engagement Officer’s post for another 
2-3 months till January 2009. 

• We influence a core population of over 17,000, and have direct contact through the activities we deliver in communities, 
schools, etc, of around 1700 people per annum, or 10% of this population in 2007/8.  

• Working closely with a key partner nucleus i.e: Yoker Resource Group, Whiteinch & Scotstoun Housing Association, 
Peterson Park Hall Community Centre & Fairplay for Whiteinch. However, we also work alongside a multitude of around 
20 partner agencies and are very grateful for their collaboration. Please see page 5 for details. 

• Supported by a multitude of funders for both revenue and capital – please see page 5 for more information. 

• Very positively evaluated Eco-Schools Programme support delivered to 8 local primary schools by our Community 
Engagement Officer – Frank MacMaster. 

 

DRCET is still moving forward in its 4th year . . . 
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THE BOARD . . . 
Without the voluntary input of the following individuals, none of 

this would be possible, and it is to each Board Member’s credit that we are able strive to make 

Dumbarton Road Corridor a better place to live. 

 

Danny Tainer – Director 
Danny has lived in Yoker all of his 56 years and been involved in 

the voluntary sector since 1979. He served his apprenticeship with 

Yarrow Shipbuilders Limited as a Shipwright and went on to 

become a Training Instructor and Employee Development 

Coordinator before taking voluntary redundancy in 2002 after 35 

years with the company. A founder member of Yoker Housing 

Association, he also served two terms as Chairman. He is also on 

the Board of Yoker Community Campus and Management 

Committee of Yoker Resource Centre. Danny has been a Board 

member of DRCET since 2004, provided advice and support on 

many issues, particularly human resources. A member of the 

Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, he acts as voluntary 

Health and Safety Officer for the above. Danny is also well known 

locally for his talents in the art of comedy. 

Kathleen Harvey – Director 
Kathleen lives in the Victoria Park Conservation area of Whiteinch, 

been there for 40 years, passionate about gardening and all ways 

of recycling, including composting garden waste.  Having worked 

for many years in the NHS in Glasgow, in various hospitals, 

Kathleen is now retired, and took up voluntary work with, first, 

Whiteinch Community Council, Whiteinch Community Association, 

and then DRCET, who have given great support to the latest 

project - Fairplay for Whiteinch, a group concerned with green 

spaces in the area. The staff of the Trust are particularly grateful to 

Kathleen for the regular tea and biscuit nourishment.  

 

Elizabeth O’Hara - Director 
A retired nurse with a psychiatric qualification, Betty has been 

living in Whiteinch for 21 years and at 82 is the elder stateswoman 

of the Trust. Betty is an active member of Fairplay for Whiteinch 

and has been supporting improvements for the local area, 

including Jordan St Park, and was involved in conducting a recent 

public survey of residents. Betty cajoles her neighbours to ensure 

the communal garden area and block of flats where she lives are 

well groomed, and in her spare time also enjoys reading fiction 

and light entertainment. 

 

 

 

Other Board Members 

Elaine Docherty has been a 

wonderful addition to the Trust giving 

hands-on support and sound 

guidance from her previous 

background in Social Care and 

Health. Other Board Members 

include Sanaa Al-Sabbagh and Chris 

Busby, both residents of Scotstoun. 

Both will bring a new dimension to 

the Trust. 

Tam Munro - Chair, Director 

Formerly an engineer in the shipyards, Tam is now at the helm of many 

‘ships’ in the local community, filling the boots of the former chair, the 

retired Sandy Urquhart. An elected community representative of the 

West Voluntary Sector Network and Local Community Planning 

Partnership, chair of Yoker Resource Group and Addictions Forum, in 

between managing the operations of Peterson Park Hall community 

facility, Tam is one of the most proactive and longest-serving members 

of his local community and local voluntary sector. 

 

Sean Culpan - Vice Chair, Director 
Sean has been a resident of Scotstoun for 18 years and has been 

involved in community environmental initiatives firstly as a community 

representative with the SIP and most recently as vice chair of the 

DRCET.  Sean works for Renfrewshire Council as a specialist in 

geography and mapping information systems and brings this knowledge 

as part of his contribution to the Trust.  Sean enjoys cycling and 

allotment gardening in his spare time. 

Sandy Busby – Director 
Sandy has lived in Scotstoun for ten years and a further 30 years in 

Yoker.  He is a  founder member of the Yoker Resource Centre and 

been its Senior Officer since 1985. Sandy has been an active 

representative in many local and city-wide voluntary organisations in an 

effort to improve the quality of life for those who live, work and play in 

the Dumbarton Road Corridor. A founder member of the Trust, the 

organisation owes a huge amount to his dedication and passion for all 

things ichthyological, the environment and doing the best for the people 

of this area. 

 

Andrew Reid – Director, Treasurer 
The careful guidance that Andrew provides the Trust is indispensable, 

and has steered us through tough decisions since 2004. Andrew is the 

Finance Manager for Whiteinch and Scotstoun Housing Association Ltd 

as well as the Treasurer of the Trust. Working alongside Andrew 

McCourtney, they diligently prepare finance reports for the Board every 

month as well as many other vital tasks.  

 

Maria Fletcher – new Director  
Maria Fletcher has been a resident of Earl Street for 2.5 

years, and works as a lecturer in European Law at the 

University of Glasgow.  She has been a member of Heart for 

Scotstoun community group and the DRCET for  one year. 

She has a keen interest in supporting the development of the 

Scotstoun Community facility, and has a wider interest in 

sustainable and environmentally-friendly community 

improvement. Maria is a fantastic boon to the organisation 

and we look forward to working with her over the foreseeable 

future. 
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OTHER PEOPLE, PARTNERS & FUNDERS 

Key partners and organisations who have supported the Trust include: Kingsway Health and Well-Being Centre, Community 
Recycling Network for Scotland, Whiteinch Local Housing Organisation, Active Seniors, Holdyourbreath, Addictions Forum, Kelvin Clyde 
Greenspace, Glasgow City Council, Development Trusts Association Scotland, Coach House Trust, Yoker Community Campus,  LINKES, 
Glasgow HousinG Association, Clydeside Tenant Partnership, Castelmilk Environment Trust, Drumchapel Environment Trust, Greater 
Govan Environment Trust, AMC Davis Duncan Architects, Brett Nicholls Associates, Glasgow West Regeneration Agency, Park Lane 
Developments, GTG Training, COPE, MacIntosh Architecture and Environmental Research Unit, Wise Group (Renewable Energy Advisor), 
Centre for the Built Environment, City Design Cooperative, West Voluntary Sector Networks and Coordinator, local ward councillors, and so 
many more . . . sorry if we’ve missed you !!! 

Support Staff/Volunteers 

We are also supported by Andrew McCourtney, Finance Administrator, Yoker Resource Centre. Andrew provides 

assistance in all matters financial, including budget statements, payroll, invoicing, auditing accounts and liaising with the 

Treasurer, bank and external auditors and is always on hand to give advice.    

Many volunteers offer  their precious time to support the Trust. In particular, Eddie Donnachie has been a pillar of support as 

always and we could not do without his unwavering practical input. Harry Archibald, Shane (Yoker), Mohammed (Scotstoun), 

Kathy Friend (Holdyourbreath), Anne-Marie Gorman (Community Health and Care Partnership), Yusuf Faisal (Clean 

Glasgow), Sarah Lagden (CRNS), Ethel Abel (Glasgow City Council) and so many others have contributed significantly to 

the year’s activities – from putting up posters to painting walls.  

 THANK YOU TO OUR MANY FUNDERS INCLUDING: 

•Glasgow Community Planning Partnership 

•Fair Share Lottery 

•Big Lottery – Growing Community Assets 

•Awards for All 

•Scottish Government – Strategic Waste Fund 

•Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

•Glasgow City Council 

•Glasgow Education/Childcare Strategy 
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REVIEW OF YOKER-SCOTSTOUN-

WHITEINCH 

ENVIRONMENTAL VISION 2002 

AREA FRAMEWORKS 

A review of the following frameworks has been underway 

since the Board Development Day in March 2008. The Trust 

is also being supported by both Alice Milligan, 4th-year 

student of MacIntosh School of Architecture, and Ethel Abel 

of Glasgow City Council.  

 

• Peterson Park 

• Kingsway 

• Yoker  

• Balmoral Street 

• Whiteinch 

 

Preliminary findings will be displayed at the AGM and It is  

envisaged that a series of public workshops will be held to 

further judge progress and developments since 2002. 

Contributions from Trust members welcome. 

 

Findings so far: 

-Several positive changes in urban renewal frameworks 

such as Whiteinch Centre & Peterson Park playing fields. 

-Too many ambitious aspirations for  this small Trust to 

take forward on its own. 

-Many opportunities for developments in the future. 

-Emerging/developing opportunities include: River Clyde 

Cost Plan for new pontoons, Greenspace Strategy 

Partnership, Environment Programme for the West, e.g. 

new community gardens, Yoker Placemaking/Cycleway 

Project led by Kelvin Clyde Greenspace & Yoker 

Housing Association, Industrial Improvement Area 

proposals, Commonwealth Games 2014 and more . . . 
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Scotstoun Community Facility 
The Trust, Heart for Scotstoun and Scotstoun 

Residents’ Association have agreed to the new single 

storey option to commence construction by the end of 

this year.  

 

The centre will include:  

•General purpose community hall  

•Healthy Eating Community Café 

Youth Health Project 

Childcare facility with external play area 

Office space 

DRC Environment Trust 

Momentum Scotland 

Community Physical Disability Support Team 

Health, education and other outreach services 

Training, learning & development  in ICT, childcare, 

catering and other employment areas 

Drop-in space for young people and those with 

particular needs. 

 

Over £1.5 milion capital has been secured against a 

new target of £1.76 million. The facility should benefit 

over 2800 local people, or service users, per year. 

 

However, we still face a small shortfall in capital of 

around £250k. Whilst the Board have agreed to meet 

the difference via a loan, we are still trawling all 

funding sources, including the Scottish Government’s 

new Climate Change Fund.  

 

Drawings by SMC Davis Duncan Architects 

Thanks to the Youth Health 

Project and artist/tutor, Adanma 

Njoku, we engaged young people 

in Scotstoun again about the 

facility and they created some 

artwork and images of their own. 
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Heart For Scotstoun – Public Survey Results 
 

The recent public survey conducted by the Heart for 

 Scotstoun, with  support from the Trust, gathered 323 

 signatures of support from local people after just 2-3 days of 

 door-knocking by volunteers. At least half of those signatures 

 were  from social landlord tenants. Some of the  results can 

 be seen below and a full report is available. 

However, these findings should be taken into context. This  

activity follows on from the EGM (full report available) and  

public meeting held in January 2008, and over 20 other 

community engagement events and activities since 1996.  

Muilti-Purpose Centre Usage

81%

14%
5%

Yes

No

No Response

100% of respondents said they wanted a community centre built 

in the neighbourhood (Balmoral Street, Scotstoun). 81% of those 

completing the survey said they would use the facility when built as 

detailed below . . . 

Desired Services & Facilities   
Community members were asked to choose from a list 

of services and facilities they would like to have in the 

centre. The results indicate that Leisure and Other 

Activities and Sports are the most desired services. The 

next most desired services are: Childcare Provision, 

Employment and Skills Training, Youth Health Services 

with Street Work, Housing and Neighbourhood Services 

and Health Improvement & Promotion. The hall, 

childcare and all of the above are the favoured facility 

options.  

 Desired Services in Community Project
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Services Facilities Required in the Community Project
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Environmental Education &  

Eco-Schools Programme Support 

Examples of ongoing work include: 

•Meeting with and advising pupil councils and eco-school groups. 

•Working to improve school grounds with school gardening groups. 

•Providing and advising on management of recycling bins for waste 

paper, etc, and can-crushers for aluminium and steel cans. 

•Continuing to provide advice and support on the operation of 

compost bins for organic waste from schools, mainly fruit waste, 

paper towels and corrugated board packaging. 

•Working in consultation with GCC School Travel Plan Co-ordinator 

and Active Schools Coordinators on preparation of school travel 

plans. 

•Supporting schools with gardening/environmental activities for all 

age groups as part of School “Health Weeks”. 

•In addition, DRCET has been uniquely able to provide opportunities 

for young people of a very wide variety of ethnic backgrounds 

attending local primary schools to integrate with indigenous children 

through participating in the above activities. 

•Gardening  

•Composting 

•Recycling 

•Travel plans 

•Integration 

•Good 
citizenship 

In addition to these day-to-day activities, the Trust co-ordinated and secured grant 

funding for school ground improvements from Glasgow City Council/Scottish Natural 

Heritage, via Mark Irwin, Eco-Schools Coordinator, and for further recycling equipment 

from “Clean Glasgow”, via Yusuf Faisal, for all 8 primary schools in the area.  The grants 

received have been able to support: 

•Purchase of gardening tools for all primary schools in the area according to their needs. 

•Planting of 36 apple trees in all local primary schools and Yoker Resource Centre 

grounds (4 in each location) as part of the “Fruit trees along the Clyde” project being co-

ordinated by “The Children’s Orchard”. 

•Planting of 6000 snowdrops in schools throughout the area, due to flower in January 

2009. 

•Purchase of large planters (made from recycled whisky barrels supplied by Glasgow 

Wood Recycling) and 3m-high native trees, to provide greenery and shelter in schools 

without open green space, and to create “outdoor classrooms”. 

•Purchase of 1000 cell-grown native trees to be planted in schools throughout the area 

later in the year. 

•Purchase of additional recycling bins and food waste caddies to enable all primary 

schools in the area to participate fully in recycling and composting. 
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We participated in: 

•Launch of Scottish Government/SUSTRANS film promoting school travel 

plans at St Brendan’s Primary School.  The film features 8 schools throughout 

Scotland and includes footage of the Trust working with children at St 

Brendan’s on their travel plan. 

•Launch of Clean Glasgow Schools Charter at Camstradden Primary School, 

Drumchapel, along with staff and children from St Paul’s Primary, 

Garscadden Primary and Corpus Christi Primary. 

•Facilitated a visit by St Paul’s Primary eco/gardening group to Rouken Glen 

Recycling Technology Centre and assisted the group in preparing a power 

point presentation on their visit which was presented at school assembly. 

•Facilitated visits to councillors’ surgeries by local children from Kingsway 

flats and surrounding area regarding the unplayable condition of the grass 

play areas at Danes Drive park, resulting in a commitment by GCC Land and 

Environmental Services to carry out improvements. 

•“Grounds for Excellence” learning day at Palace of Art, Bellahouston Park, 

organised by the GCC Eco-schools officer. 

•Organised gardening activities with pupils and parents (indoor - planting 

bulbs due to torrential rain!) at St Paul’s Primary School for Comic Relief film 

on integration, launched in Refugee Week, June 2008. 

 

We: 
•Worked with eco-groups at five primary schools, 

dismantling old school furniture, e.g. computer desks and 

tables, and recycling the wood and metal parts.  The metal 

was sold for scrap for the benefit of school eco-group funds 

and the wood given to two projects: Glasgow Wood 

Recycling and the “Boomerang” furniture making project.  

Also assisted children at Corpus Christi to market good but 

redundant computer desks on local on-line recycling 

networks – grateful takers found the same day! 

•Facilitated and actively supported Christmas tree recycling 

project at Scotstoun Primary School, shredding branches 

and sawing trunks into logs.  Over 150 trees recycled and 

£100 raised for school eco-funds. 

•Participated extensively in Corpus Christi Primary’s Health 

week in February, including organising a gardening day.  

With the assistance of the Coach House Trust Community 

Garden in Alderman Road and other volunteers worked 

with pupils from P5 – P7 tidying compost bins, shredding 

fallen branches to replace worn bark chips, and preparing 

planters. 

•Supported St Thomas Aquinas Secondary School Eco-

group and participated in St Thomas Aquinas New Learning 

Community enterprise event at St Thomas Aquinas 

Secondary School. 
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Environmental Education Analysis . . . 

School Evaluation & Feedback 

Last year the Trust conducted a feedback 

survey from the schools and a number of key 

questions were posed to teachers and 

Heads. Results showed: 

•8 primary schools – up to 2800 people 

involved or influenced 

•High levels of satisfaction 

•Whole school impact 

 

ST. PAUL’S PRIMARY - FEEDBACK 

• Very satisfied with the Eco-schools Support. 

• All classes and the vast majority of pupils have been involved 
with it.  

• A substantial amount of positive change has taken place in the 
attitude of the children, as well as an increase in their 
awareness regarding environmental issues.  

• The support has also seen the involvement of a significant 
number of parents/guardians.  

• Mr. Martin, head teacher, commented positively and said 

‘Keep it coming’! 

Impact on Pupils' Environmental Awareness 

(by % of Schools)
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THE FUTURE: 
In tandem with the Food Waste Collection and Composting scheme, the Trust has begun developing a 3-year plan to work alongside local 

community/voluntary groups, local residents, schools, local businesses and the city council to focus more on waste and recycling that binds the various 

sectors and communities together whilst providing sustainable enterprise and employment. The Trust is being supported very strongly by the Community 

Recycling Network for Scotland in this process. Fair Share Lottery have very generously extended our ‘Engaging Environments’ project to help us with 

the exit strategy and to move towards the new initiative by January 2009 or thereafter. 
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Glasgow Greenies & Other Green Events 

Glasgow Show 
Taking part in the Glasgow Show and organising recycling on the site has been a highlight of the 

Greenies summer activities over the last few years.  While we were unable to bring the Greenies to 

the show this year, the Trust did receive a late request from the GCC Events team to organise 

recycling activities over the two days on Glasgow Green.  Thanks to a “can-do” approach, and with 

the help of volunteers from the Donnachie and Rea families from Kingsway Court, the Trust was 

able to set up its stall on the Green and organise recycling over the full two days.  As always the 

can-crusher was a big attraction and other young people visiting the show helped, with the result 

that a record amount of materials was recycled:  

•Almost 2½ 240 litre wheelie bins of crushed cans (equivalent to 12 uncrushed) 

•11½ 240 litre wheelie bins of plastic bottles 

•1 240 litre wheelie bin of glasss bottles. 

Our thanks to all who made the event a success, and particularly to the Donnachie and Rea families 

without whose help it would simply not have been possible. 

The “Glasgow Greenies” programme of environmental education activities for local 10-12 year olds did not take place as in 

previous years due to a combination of cutbacks in resources and pressure of additional project work.  However, the Trust was 

able to participate in a limited number of outdoor events/activities: 

 
Hogganfield Loch BBC Breathing Spaces Event 
 

As part of the BBC Breathing Spaces UK-wide initiative and 

events, to raise awareness of and enhance wildlife havens 

and biodiversity by getting local communities involved, 

Kelvin Clyde Greensapce kindly invited the Trust to attend 

the event on 8th June 2008 at Hogganfield Loch. Well over 

40 members of the public attended our can 

crusher/recycling stall. Even more were involved in making 

bird boxes with Glasgow Wood Recycling, wildflower 

artwork with Kelvin Clyde Greensapce and the creation of a 

pond to attract wildlife as well as so many other activities 

involving the RSPB, Castlemilk Environment Trust, Clean 

Glasgow, British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, etc. 

The day was buzzing with enthusiastic people and rare  

summer 2008 sunshine. 

 

Glasgow Show 

Hogganfield Loch with Kelvin Clyde Greenspace, Glasgow Wood 
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Active Seniors 

There was a great response to our stall at the Active 

Seniors event this year with 40 people signing up to 

support Scotstoun Community Facility. We would 

also like to thank Jobcentre Plus and Social Work 

Services staff volunteers, Mairi Urquhart and other 

helpers for their tent-building skills on the day. 

With hands-on support from the 

gardening team from the Coach 

House Trust and local volunteers, we 

were able to complete the 

improvements to Yoker 

Campus/Resource Centre garden. 

The garden will be a great 

space for children, young 

people and those with 

particular needs to plant 

flowers, herbs, fruit and 

vegetables. 

YOKER GARDEN 

– BEFORE AND 

AFTER 

Community Group Support, Green Spaces & 

CLEAN GLASGOW Clean-ups 

YOKER CAMPUS WINTER CLEAN-UP 

With a small nudge from the Trust, a local 

champion recycler, Harry Archibald, has set 

up a can recycling scheme between his 203rd 

Glasgow Scout Group and Strathclyde Police 

with the help of Scott Simpson. The group 

have the contract for 6 police stations in the 

west side of the city, and hopefully this will 

help the group with much needed funds to 

keep it going. Well done Harry! 

 

Credit goes to ‘Liz’ and ‘Lizzie’ at 

the childcare facility for their ideas 

and inspiration! 
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Jordan St Park and Whiteinch Cross continue 

to be a major focus for Fairplay for Whiteinch, 

Holdyourbreath and partners. Our Director, Kathleen 

Harvey, has been a key champion for the cause liaising 

with Land and Environmental Services and other 

bodies. Improvements to the park are expected later 

this year. The Dog Show features in our community 

newsletter. 



Renewable Energy 

WIND TURBINE FEASIBILITY STUDY 

CURLE ST FLATS, WHITEINCH 

Mackintosh Environmental Architecture Research 

Unit, Whiteinch Local Housing Organisation & 

Knowledge for the Transfer of Technology in the Built 

Environment Award 

The study, completed and presented by Rosalie Menon, Tim Sharpe, 

both of MEARU, and the Senior Environment Officer, took place at the 

Centre for the Built Environment, Glasgow Caledonian University, 

hosted by director Dr Branka Dimitrijevic as part of a series of 

technical seminars in May 2008. 

The optimum number of turbines is four 6kW installations, which the 

study estimates could supply non-heating electricity to around 15 flats 

of the 21-storey bock. This could displace around 21 tonnes of the 

greenhouse gas - carbon dioxide - per annum. 

The findings were scrutinised by a panel of technical and non-

technical people. One key point raised was the level of output versus 

investment per kWh, or unit of energy derived. There was a feeling 

amongst the more experienced members and organisations in the 

audience that it may be more conducive to invest in a larger, single 

turbine in a non or semi-urban area outside of Glasgow to ensure 

more favourable economic gain for the community. 

 The Trust would like to move forward with a more concrete proposal 

and community consultations. However, with the centre at Scotstoun 

moving to a critical point, effort has focussed at the Balmoral Street 

site to investigate ground source heat, solar and biomass. 

De’ils on Wheels Proposals 

The bike workshop unit, block 40, Kingsway Court, was recently 

improved with new light switches, heater, etc. We ran a few 

workshops in the winter but due to time, funding and other barriers, 

we have not been able to resurrect the project fully.  

However, the long-term proposal is to develop a ‘social enterprise’. 

We hope to be part of the new ‘Kingsway Community Recycling’ 

initiative combined with the food collection/composting scheme in 

the future with further refurbishment of the unit subject to funding. 

Discussions with SUSTRANS and Common Wheel have begun 

and the Trust is hoping to incorporate its proposals into the longer 

term waste and recycling plans around Kingsway. 

The effort of bike mechanic, Mark McGhee, and the ongoing 

enthusiasm of the Kingsway residents and young people who have 

participated so far is most appreciated. Indeed, people are still 

handing over old and unwanted bikes and we are still collecting 

them, which shows need and demand for the project. The project 

also has the backing of Glasgow Housing Association and 

Clydeside Tenant Partnership. 

 

Previoulsy Supported by: Scottish Community Foundation, Integration Resources, 

Community Regeneration & Fair Share Lottery so far. - 54 workshop sessions since 

2006, over 30 people involved. 
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Kingsway Food Waste Collection/Composting Scheme  

The Kingsway Multi-storey flats were designed and constructed in the early 1960s by Wimpey.  There are 6 blocks of 19 floors with 6 flats on each 

floor, a total of 684 households.  Household waste is disposed of in refuse chutes accessed from a “chute room” on each floor taking all rubbish direct 

to large wheelie bins on the ground floor: these have to be changed regularly by concierge staff between the twice-weekly collections.  The flats are 

managed by Clydeside Tenant Partnership and owned by Glasgow Housing Association. 

As with all multi-storey flats, separation of different waste materials for recycling presents particular difficulties.  However, at the request of DRCET, 

recycling bins for cans/paper and plastic bottles were provided by GCC outside 2 of the blocks some years ago and these have been generally quite 

successful. 

The Kingsway kitchen waste project aims to collect separated kitchen/food waste from the 684 households in the flats.  Householders will be issued 

with kitchen caddies and biodegradable corn-starch liners for separating their food waste, which they will place in a communal bin in the chute room for 

weekly collection.  The project will be the first composting project in Scotland collecting from multi-storey flats and potentially the first community sector 

composting project to gain approval from Animal Health for the composting of meat-included kitchen waste. 

Initially, the food waste will be taken to another licensed composting facility, but DRCET intends to minimise the environmental impact of this activity 

and maximise the benefits to the local community by combining the collection with an on-site food waste composting project. This will involve 

composting the kitchen waste in a small-scale in-vessel composter to be located on the ground floor of one of the high-rise blocks of flats, and operated 

according to the requirements of the Waste Management and Animal By-Products Regulations.  The mature compost will be used on site to create a 

community garden area for the benefit of the residents. 

The Project was launched at an outdoor event at the Kingsway flats on Saturday 9th August.  Despite torrential rain, around 200 people attended and 

60 households signed up and were issued with kitchen caddies and a supply of liners. 

We welcome our new recycling employees, Anne Dzakovic and Thomas Lindley, whose task it will be to deliver the project over the course of the 

coming year, but we are always on the look-out for help and volunteers, including support towards the development of a community garden at 

Kingsway. 

Once the trial period is over, we hope that this project will lead the way for other high-rise housing areas around Scotland.  Glasgow Housing 

Association is very supportive of the trial and would be interested in rolling out the model throughout its high-rise housing stock if the pilot is successful. 
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Benefits: 

-      New employment opportunities  

- Hygiene and amenity - reduction in general refuse & 
odour 

- Model for Scotland 

- High-profile 

- An opportunity for new resources  

- Added awareness-raising and educational benefits 

- Building stronger community 

- Sustainability, self-sufficiency, resilience 

- Improved security due to presence of collectors 

- More pleasant place to live 

- Opening up opportunities  - food growing, community 
garden, etc 

- Positive action for future, proactive, setting good example 

- Building relationships with partners 

-       Shows schemes such as Hackney’s can work elsewhere 

 

The project has been jointly funded by the Scottish 

Government, SEPA, Glasgow City Council and “Awards for All”, 

with substantial contributions in kind from DRCET and the 

Community Recycling Network Scotland, who have been 

instrumental in the project’s development.  The Project has the 

support of Clydeside Tenant Partnership, Glasgow Housing 

Association, and the Kingsway Health and Well-Being Centre, 

who have kindly agreed to the use of the premises as a base 

for the recycling staff. 

Project Funding Profile: 
 

Collection element: 

Scottish Government (capital and revenue costs)    

Glasgow City Council (landfill savings and gate fee) 

In-kind contributions from the CRNS and DRCET                                             

                                                                                                          

On-site composting element 

SEPA grant   (staff, licences, building alterations, etc)   

SEPA Waste Prevention Grant (composter vessel and support costs)        

Awards For All  (community workshops, composter, other equipment, etc) 

In-kind contributions from the CRNS and DRCET 
                                                                                                             
 

Overall Total                               £49,750 + in kind contributions 
  
 

Other potential funds: 

GCC Area Committee, Gannet Foundation, Wider Action, Wider Role, etc 
 
 
 
 

Launch Event August 9th 
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Challenges for the Future  

1 The Trust and Heart for Scotstoun are probably closer than ever to building the proposed centre in Scotstoun. With a more affordable and realistic 

design, in ‘Option D’,  and planning consent now granted by the city council in August, we are still aiming to begin the construction phase by 

December 2008. However, there are still a number of significant hurdles to overcome, including satisfying key funders’ requirements, recruiting a 

Project Manager, ensuring the £250k shortfall in capital is covered, consolidating our revenue forecast and business plan, meeting tenant 

organisations’ demands for space, securing funding for renewable energy such as ground source heat, as well as meeting the recent inflationary rise 

in construction materials. It is now time for everyone to step up to the mark and make the centre a reality. 

2 Recruitment of a new Environment Officer is underway as the current postholder, Neil Barnes, has decided to return to his former profession in 

teaching. The Trust have had an excellent response to the job advert and will ensure that recruitment is expedited for a smooth transition to take us to 

31st March 2009 and beyond.  

3 Ensuring  the Trust moves to a more long-term and sustainable revenue position, given the current economic climate and very competitive grant 

funding sector, will be a major challenge, as for so many fellow organisations in the voluntary sector. Given recent cuts in the core budget, the Trust 

will find it more challenging to meet the demands of the emerging Environment Programme for the West of Glasgow. We aim to work closely with 

partners and the Local Community Planning Partnership to ensure this happens without compromising the Trust’s mission and key objectives. 

4 Making the Food Waste Collection/composting scheme a success is another immediate challenge. The Trust hopes to establish a community 

garden in the grounds of Kingsway flats, and is also working on a 3-year plan to ensure the project has a lasting legacy in the wider area.  

Strategic Objectives 2008/9 
In line with the company's objects: 

 

1. Promote, review & update the Environmental Vision 2002 

2. Develop & support key aspects of the 5 Vision Frameworks  

3. Promote and publicise the work of the Trust 

4. Make the Trust more sustainable 

5. Build and help develop Scotstoun Community Facility 

6. Develop, implement and sustain local environmental projects which benefit the community, including: 

a. Eco-Schools Programme Support 

b. Kingsway Community Recycling:  i. Food Waste Collection & Composting ii. De'ils on Wheels 

c. Glasgow Greenies 

d. Renewable Energy for the Community – e.g. Wind Turbines for Tower Blocks, potentially Scotstoun Community 

Facility  
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT IN 2007/8 – ESPECIALLY 

THE VOLUNTEERS OF THE TRUST - WHO GIVE THEIR OWN PRECIOUS TIME AND 

DEDICATION TO CONTINUE TO MAKE DUMBARTON ROAD CORRIDOR A BETTER 

PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY! 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE ANY OTHER INFORMATION FROM THE REPORT, A COPY OF 

THIS IN LARGE PRINT OR OTHER FORMAT, OR WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT 

THE TRUST’S ACTIVITIES, BECOME A MEMBER OR GET INVOLVED IN ANY OTHER 

WAY, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 

DUMBARTON ROAD CORRIDOR ENVIRONMENT TRUST 
1002 Dumbarton Road 

Glasgow 

G14 9UJ 

 
Tel:0141 587 6010 

info@dumbartonroad.com 

 

DRCET materials can be downloaded from the website below 

(but is very much out-of-date!):  

www.dumbartonroad.com 
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